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	Project Name: Watts Bar Lock
	Location: Tennessee River, Decatur, TN
	Project features: •    Watts Bar Lock is located in Decatur, TN at Tennessee River Mile 529.9, which is 58.9 river miles upstream from Chickamauga Lock in Chattanooga, TN and 72.4 river miles downstream from Fort Loudoun Lock in Lenoir City, TN.
•    Authorization: Watts Bar Lock & Dam was taken on as an appropriation by Congress on March 16th, 1939 and later authorized by the TVA Board of Directors on May 3rd, 1939 
•   Watts Bar Dam is a concrete gravity and earth fill structure that measures 2,960’ long, 112’ high and impounds the 39,090 acre Watts Bar Lake. The power plant section of the dam contains five generating units capable of producing 172.5 megawatts. The spillway section contains 20 spillway bays with a maximum discharge capacity of 560,000 cfs with the headwater elevation at 745 ft above sea level. Watts Bar Dam is equipped with a navigation lock measuring 360’ long x 60’ feet wide with a maximum lift of roughly 70’ with normal lift of 58’. There is space available for a future 600’X110’ lock east of the present lock.
•  Like all lock facilities on the Tennessee River, Watts Bar Lock is owned by the Tennessee Valley Authority and operated by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.
	Transportation Importance: •   Watts Bar Lock averages about 1,300 recreational lockages per year and roughly 600,000 tons of bulk commodities locked through each year. The commodities transported through Watts Bar Lock include coal, petroleum, crude materials, manufactured goods, farm products, chemicals, machinery, and other commodities. 
 
•  Before TVA created Watts Bar Reservoir above Chattanooga, TN, the city had one of the most serious flooding problems in the nation. Now the river that often threatened the city, contributes to its economy and is a major artery for commercial barge traffic. 
 
• Reservoir supplies numerous municipal and commercial water users.
 
 
 
	Consequences: •    Failure to provide adequate funding to maintain this facility will have significant effects to the local and regional economy including: increased transportation costs and delays to the shipment of raw materials; reduced power production capabilities; and increased potential for flooding downstream in populated areas.


	Text71: •  2015 lock tonnage (in thousands) 758

•  National Rank: 136

•  Current Miter Gate In Service Date: 1942
    
•  Projected Year Lock Miter Gates Reach 
   "F" Condition: 2024

•  Projected Miter Gate Replacement:                         
   Downstream: 2034 Upstream: 2034 

	Text72: Senator Lamar Alexander, R-TN
Senator Bob Corker, R-TN
Representative Scott DesJarlais, R-TN-4




