US Army Corps
of Engineers.

Project Features

* Nickajack Lock is located 46.3 river miles
downstream from the Chickamauga Lock and
75.7 river miles upstream from Guntersville
Lock. This stretch of the river marks a region
where the river begins to exit the once
treacherous Tennessee River Gorge.
Nickajack is 424 miles above the mouth of the
Tennessee River. The nearest community to
the dam is Jasper, TN.

* Authorization: The Nickajack Dam project
was authorized January, 9 1964. Construction
began April 1, 1964 and was completed
December 14, 1967. Primary authorized
purposes are navigation, flood control, and
production of hydroelectric power.

* Nickajack Dam is a concrete gravity and
earth fill structure that measures 3737’ long,
81’ high and contains 10,370 acres of water
surface. The power plant section of the dam
contains four generating units capable of
producing 104 megawatts. The spillway
section contains 10 spillway bays with a
maximum discharge capacity of 360,000 cubic
feet per second. The single lock chamber
measures 600' x 110'.

* Like all lock facilities on the Tennessee River,
Fort Loudoun Lock is owned by the Tennessee
Valley Authority and operated by the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers.

Consequences of Not Maintaining the Project

* Failure to maintain the project would have
significant effects to the local and regional
economy including: increased transportation
costs and delays to the shipment of raw
materials; reduced power production
capabilities; and increased potential for
flooding below Nickajack to the Ohio and
Mississippi Rivers.
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Regional Importance

* Nickajack Lock completed 1,371 recreational
lockages, 270 commercial towboats with barges,
64 light commercial towboats for a total of 1729
vessels. Tonnage for 2016 was 2.070 million tons.
Cargo consists of coal, petroleum, crude materials,
manufactured goods, farm products, chemicals,
machinery, and other commodities.

» Nickajack is the last 110’ x 600’ lock downstream
of Chattanooga, Tennessee. This allows it to pass
crucial cargo to several Chattanooga area
Stakeholders in a timely manner.

» Reservoir supplies numerous municipal and
commercial water users.



Additional Information

» 2015 lock tonnage (in thousands) 1199

National Rank: 130

Current Miter Gate In Service Date: 1967

Projected Year Lock Miter Gates Reach
"F" Condition: 2024

Projected Miter Gate Replacement. 2035

Congressional Interests

Senator Lamar Alexander, R-TN
Senator Bob Corker, R-TN
Representative Scott DesJarlais, R-TN-4
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