Martins Fork Lake
Martins Fork of the Cumberland River, Harlan, KY

Project Features
• Authorization: Martins Fork Dam was
authorized by the Flood Control Act of October
1965.
• Construction of the project began in
December 1973 and the lake was impounded
in December 1978.
• Martins Fork is a tributary, multi-purpose
project that provides flood damage reduction,
recreation, environmental stewardship and
water supply.
• The dam is located at river mile 15.6 on
Martins Fork of the Cumberland River in the
scenic mountain terrain 13 miles south east of
Harlan County, KY.
• The dam consists of a 504 ft long concrete
gravity and earth fill dam with a flood control
pool of 21,000 acre ft. of water. The project
has a watershed of approx. 55 square miles.
• Recreation at Martins Fork was authorized
under PL 89-72 which prohibits the project
from providing recreation opportunities without
a non-Federal cost sharing partner. Thirty five
acres is leased to a local partner, the Harlan
County Fiscal Court, as a public recreation
area.

Consequences of Not Maintaining the Project

• Failure to adequately fund the flood damage
reduction mission at this facility would result in
the project's inability to adequately execute
the flood damage reduction mission as
authorized by congress. The consequences
could range in severity depending upon the
condition of the project, but would ultimately
lead to a failure of the structure and a
subsequent life safety concern for those in the
affected downstream areas.
• Closure of recreational facilities will result in
degradation of facilities, negative public
reaction and potential Congressional inquiries.

Regional Importance

• The 340 acres lake is limited to 10 horsepower
boat motors or trolling motor on larger boats. The
lake averages 200 thousand visitors per year
providing $3.5 million dolloars of visitor spending
to the local economy. Martins Fork Lake offers
numerous recreational opportunities throughout
the year. During the summer months, Swimming
and boating are popular on the lake with a
designated swimming area and beach. Other
opportunities include 2 basketball courts and a
volleyball court. Visitors will also enjoy the
Cumberland Shadow trail, which follows the ridge
lines behind the lake and is approximately 5 miles
long. During the cooler months, the undeveloped
areas of the lake offer great hunting opportunities
and the lake offers year-round fishing. The
Cumberland Shadow trail provides picturesque
views of the fall foliage.
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$0

$16

$16

$0

$16

$16

$0

$16

Environmental
Stewardship

$88

$0

$88

$35

$155

$190

$60

$138

$198

Water Supply

$2

$0
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Additional Information:

• Fee Lands: 1,394
• Flowage Easement Lands: 52 acres
• Project Boundary Line Marked: 159 miles

Congressional Interests
Congressman Hal Rogers,R-KY-5
Senator Mitch McConnell, R-KY
Senator Rand Paul, R-KY

