
Project Features

Consequences of Not Maintaining the Project 

Regional Importance



Business Line Operation Maintenance Total Operation Maintenance Total Operation Maintenance Total

Hydropower $931 $287 $1,218 $960 $294 $1,254 $992 $804 $1,796
Joint $506 $31 $537 $602 $32 $634 $577 $34 $611
Recreation $191 $0 $191 $194 $0 $194 $194 $0 $194
Environmental 
Stewardship $57 $0 $57 $41 $10 $51 $49 $6 $55
Water Supply $39 $0 $39 $40 $0 $40 $42 $0 $42

Total $1,724 $318 $2,042 $1,837 $336 $2,173 $1,854 $844 $2,698

Total Package $

$3,000

$500

FY 18 Maintenance Needs

$3,500Hydropower

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Fiscal Year (FY) 2016, 2017, 2018 

Replace Oil Circuit Breakers

FY 16 O&M Appropriation FY 17 O&M Appropriation FY 18 O&M President's Budget

Project Appropriations and President’s Budget ($1,000)

Generator Excitation System

In addition to annual appropriations, this project currently has the following maintenance funding needs 
in order to operate at an optimum level of service and reliability. 

 FY 18 Funding Requests 
for  Maintenance ($1,000)

Business Line

Additional Information: Congressional Interests
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	Project features:  •  Authorization: Laurel River Dam was authorized by the Flood Control Act of 1960.
• Construction of the project began in December 1973 and the lake was impounded in December 1978. 
• Laurel River Lake is a tributary, multi-purpose project that provides hydroelectric power production, recreation, environmental stewardship and water supply. 
•  The dam is located on the Laurel River 2.3 miles above the confluence with the Cumberland River in the scenic mountain terrain west of Corbin, KY.
• The dam consists of a 1,420 ft long concrete gravity and earth fill dam with a flood control pool of 250,600 acre ft. of water. The project has a watershed of approx. 282 square miles.
• The Army Corps of Engineers and the U.S. Forest Service cooperate on developing recreational facilities around the reservoir. The U.S. Forest Service administers the lake and surrounding shoreline as the Daniel Boone National Forest. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers oversees the operation of the lake's dam and nearby recreation facilities, including a picnic area and a swimming beach at the spillway.
	Consequences: • Failure to adequately fund the flood damage reduction mission at this facility would result in the project's inability to adequately execute the flood damage reduction mission as authorized by congress.  The consequences could range in severity depending upon the condition of the project, but would ultimately lead to a failure of the structure and a subsequent life safety concern for those in the affected downstream areas.
• Closure of recreational facilities will result in degradation of facilities, negative public reaction and potential Congressional inquiries.
	Project Name: Laurel River Lake 
	Location: Corbin, KY
	Regional Importance: • Laurel River Lake, with its cliff-lined shores and quiet coves, is a favorite destination. The lake provides a variety of outdoor recreational opportunities for thousands of visitors each year.  Because of the temperate climate and relatively long recreation season, visitors have numerous activities from which to choose, including: fishing, camping, picnicking, boating, canoeing, hiking, horseback riding, diving and to relax at one of the deepest and cleanest lakes in Kentucky. The 5,600 acre lake averages 350 thousand visitors per year providing $3.5 million dollars of visitor spending to the local economy. 
 
•  Hydropower operations at Laurel River Lake differ from those at other projects along the Cumberland River System.  East Kentucky Power receives all the hydropower generated at Laurel and they determine when to run the unit. The Corps doesn't know until after the fact and has limited control over scheduling releases at Laurel.
SEPA (Southeastern Power Authority) is the Corps main contact concerning generations at Laurel.  Average annual energy output is 67 million kilowatt hours.  
 
 
 
 
	Text1: •  Fee Lands: 676 acres

•  Flowage Easement Lands: 6,438 acres 

•  Project Boundary Line Marked: 6 miles


	Text2: Congressman Hal Rogers,R-KY-5
Senator Mitch McConnell, R-KY
Senator Rand Paul, R-KY




