Mosquito Creek Lake
Cortland, OH

Project Features
• Authorization: Flood Control Act of 1938
(P.L. 75-761).
• Primary project purposes are flood damage
reduction, recreation, fish and wildlife
enhancement, and low water augmentation.
• The dam was completed in 1944 and serves
a drainage area of 97 square miles.
• This is a rolled earth filled embankment dam.
that is 47 ft. tall and 5,650 ft. long. With the
total maximum width at the base of 430 feet.
• The outlet works on the dam consists of two
conduits, four sluice gates and two gate
valves.
• There are 8 recreation areas at the project
which include 234 outgranted camping sites,
one group camping area, one group picnic
area, 10 individual picnic sites, 11 boat ramps,
14 courtesy docks and 4 playgrounds. There
are 46 miles of hiking opportunities on 7 trails.

Consequences of Not Maintaining the Project

• Failure to adequately fund the flood risk
management mission at this facility would
result in the project's inability to adequately
execute the flood risk management mission as
authorized by congress. The consequences
could range in severity depending upon the
condition of the project, but would ultimately
lead to a failure of the structure and a
subsequent life safety concern for those in the
affected downstream areas.
• Closure of recreational facilities will result in
degradation of facilities, negative public
reaction and potential Congressional inquiries.

Regional Importance

• The project averages 1.3 million visitors
annually. This visitation results in $33.5 million in
visitor spending, $16 million in sales, 284 jobs
resulting in $6 million in labor income to the local
economy, all within 30 miles of the project. This
represents a sizable component of the economy in
the local community.
• The project has prevented over $441 million in
flood damages since its completion in 1965.
• A unique feature to Mosquito Creek Lake is its
use of a natural spillway. If the lake rises to
904.18 feet above sea level, the flow will reverse
direction. The excess water will travel through the
Grand River tributary and proceed north into Lake
Erie.
• The Ohio Department of Natural Resources
leases USACE property for their Mosquito State
Park and Wildlife Area. Visitors to the park will find
numerous, facilities available for fishing, hiking,
picnicking, camping, boating.
• The lake provides fishing, boating, swimming,
and hiking in the summer and in the winter there is
cross-country skiing, ice fishing, snowmobiling
and winter hiking.

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Fiscal Year (FY) 2016, 2017, 2018
Project Appropriations and President’s Budget ($1,000)
Business Line

FY 16 O&M Appropriation
Operation Maintenance
Total

FY 17 O&M Appropriation
Operation Maintenance
Total

FY 18 O&M President's Budget
Operation Maintenance
Total

Flood Damage
Reduction

$756

$511

$1,267

$831

$220

$1,051

$767

$270

$1,037

Recreation

$85

$0

$85

$87

$9

$96

$87

$17

$104

Environmental
Stewardship

$56

$13

$69

$10

$57

$67

$12

$55

$67

Water Supply

$8

$0

$8

$8

$0

$8

$8

$0

$8

$905

$524

$1,429

$936

$286

$1,222

$874

$342

$1,216

Total

In addition to annual appropriations, this project currently has the following maintenance
funding needs in order to operate at an optimum level of service and reliability.
FY 18
Funding Requests for
Maintenance ($1,000)
Business Line
Flood Damage
Reduction
Recreation

FY 18 Maintenance Needs

Total

Package $

$500

$500

Drilling for Foundation Characterization

$50

$50

Restroom Replacement With Waterless Restroom

Additional Information

Congressional Interests

• Fee Lands: 11,210 acres

Senator Sherrod Brown, D-OH
Senator Rob Portman. R-OH
Representative Tim Ryan, D-OH-13
Representative David Joyce, R-OH-14

• Flowage Easement Lands: 276 acres
• Project Boundary Line Marked: 49 miles

