Mahoning Creek Lake
New Bethlehem, PA

Project Features

• Authorization: Flood Control Acts of 1936
and 1938 (P.L. 75-761) and 1944 (P.L.
78-534).
• Primary project purposes are flood damage
reduction, hydroelectric power, recreation, fish
and wildlife enhancement, and low water
augmentation.
• The concrete gravity dam with gate controlled
center spillway was completed in 1941 and
serves a drainage area of 340 square miles.
•The dam is 162 ft. tall and 926 ft. long
concrete section and 1,098.5 ft. long. With the
total maximum width at the base of 154 feet.
• The outlet works on the dam are one ball
valve conduit, three sluice gates and one ring
jet valve.
• There are 5 recreation areas at the project
which include 53 outgranted camping sites, 4
picnic sites, 2 boat ramps and 4 playgrounds.
There are also 7 trails offering a combined 3
miles of hiking trails.
Consequences of Not Maintaining the Project

• Failure to adequately fund the flood risk
management mission at this facility would
result in the project's inability to adequately
execute the flood risk management mission as
authorized by congress. The consequences
could range in severity depending upon the
condition of the project, but would ultimately
lead to a failure of the structure and a
subsequent life safety concern for those in the
affected downstream areas.
• Closure of recreational facilities will result in
degradation of facilities, negative public
reaction and potential Congressional inquiries.

Regional Importance

• The project averages 98 thousand visitors
annually. This visitation results in $3 million in
visitor spending, $1.4 million in sales, 27 jobs
resulting in $538 thousand in labor income to the
local economy, all within 30 miles of the project.
This represents a sizable component of the
economy in the local community.
• The project has prevented over $687 million in
flood damages since its completion in 1941.
• Mahoning Creek Lake serves as a key link in a
system of flood control for the Allegheny and
Upper Ohio Rivers.
• Armstrong County leases 28 acres from the
Corps to operate the Milton Loop Campground.
• The PA Fish and Boat Commission leases the
main body of the lake and its adjoining lands
including the Milton Loop Boat Launch and
Sportsman's Area.
• The PA Game Commission leases 1,280 acres of
lake lands in Indianan County for wildlife
management and public hunting.

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Fiscal Year (FY) 2016, 2017, 2018
Project Appropriations and President’s Budget ($1,000)
Business Line

FY 16 O&M Appropriation
Operation Maintenance
Total

FY 17 O&M Appropriation
Operation Maintenance
Total

FY 18 O&M President's Budget
Operation Maintenance
Total

Flood Damage
Reduction

$823

$215

$1,038

$1,205

$171

$1,376

$1,031

$179

$1,210

Recreation

$57

$0

$57

$60

$0

$60

$53

$12

$65

Environmental
Stewardship

$213

$0

$213

$9

$4

$13

$11

$5

$16

$1,093

$215

$1,308

$1,274

$175

$1,449

$1,095

$196

$1,291

Total

In addition to annual appropriations, this project currently has the following maintenance
funding needs in order to operate at an optimum level of service and reliability.
FY 18
Funding Requests for
Maintenance ($1,000)
Business Line
Flood Damage
Reduction

Total

$6,975

$350

Final design for Replacement of Service Bridge and Pier Rehab

$50

Security Upgrades - CIPR - Purchase and Install Security Fencing

$6,575
Recreation

FY 18 Maintenance Needs

Package $

Service Bridge Replacement

$9

Update or Replace Signs Around Facility

$30

Repave Entrance and Access Roads

$39

Additional Information

Congressional Interests

• Fee Lands: 2,869 acres

Senator Bob Casey, Jr., D-PA
Senator Pat Toomey, R-PA
Representative Mike Kelly, R-PA-3

• Flowage Easement Lands: 84 acres
• Project Boundary Line Marked: 59 miles

