Conemaugh River Lake
Saltsburg, PA

Project Features
• Authorization: Flood Control Acts of 1936
(P.L. 74-738) and 1938 (P.L. 75-761)
• Primary project purposes are flood damage
reduction, fish and wildlife enhancement,
recreation, and low water augmentation.
• Dam was completed in 1952 and serves a
drainage area of 1,35 square miles.
• The dam is a concrete gravity type dam with
with a gated spillway comprising fourteen
spillway crest gates and thirteen low level
gated conduits extending through the dam.
• The dam is 137 ft. tall and 1,265 ft. long.
With the maximum width at the base of 128
feet. The outlet works on the dam contain
13-5.67' X 10' sluice gates and 14-30' X 30'
crest gates.
• There are 5 recreation areas at the project
which include an information center,17 picnic
sites, 2 boat ramps and 3 playgrounds. There
are also 12 trails offering a combined 20 trail
miles.
Consequences of Not Maintaining the Project

• Failure to adequately fund the flood risk
management mission at this facility would
result in the project's inability to adequately
execute the flood risk management mission as
authorized by congress. The consequences
could range in severity depending upon the
condition of the project, but would ultimately
lead to a failure of the structure and a
subsequent life safety concern for those in the
affected downstream areas.
• Closure of recreational facilities will result in
degradation of facilities, negative public
reaction and potential Congressional inquiries.

Regional Importance

• The project averages 84 thousand visitors
annually. This visitation results in $2.5 million in
visitor spending, $1.4 million in sales, 21 jobs
resulting in $453 thousand in labor income to the
local economy. This represents a sizable
component of the economy in the local community.
• The project has prevented over $2.2 Billion in
flood damages since 1952.
• Natural and recreational resources at this project
provide social, economic and environmental
benefits. Project personnel provide tours through
the dam that take visitors 30 feet below the bottom
of the river. The staff also conducts recreational
programs that help promote water safety and
strengthen family ties and friendships; provide
opportunities for children to develop personal
skills, social values, and self esteem.
• Located at the tailwaters of the dam is a canoe
launching ramp used by those who take the scenic
trip downriver to Saltsburg and beyond.
• Adjacent to the Dam Recreation Area, historical
development is currently underway with the
construction of the West Penn Trail and the Tunnel
View Historic Site. The riverside trail includes a
walk along the Main Line Canal that once
connected Philadelphia to Pittsburgh (1834-1854).
• Up river from the dam, 6,756 acres of reservoir
land is leased to the Pennsylvania Game
Commission for use as public hunting ground.
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In addition to annual appropriations, this project currently has the following maintenance
funding needs in order to operate at an optimum level of service and reliability.
FY 18
Funding Requests for
Maintenance ($1,000)
Business Line
Flood Damage
Reduction

Recreation

Total

$385

FY 18 Maintenance Needs

Package $

$30

Replace Doors and Install Security Fencing

$95

Security Camera and Lighting

$260

Safety Repairs to Dam Road and Parking Area

$100

Replace Deteriotated Guard Rail

$10

Rehab Day Use Area Playground

$10

Day Use Area Potable Water System Replacement

$45

Pave Day Use Area Access Roads

$165

Additional Information

Congressional Interests

• Fee Lands: 7,635 acres

Senator: Bob Casey, Jr., D-PA,
Senator: Pat Toomey, R-PA
Representative: Lou Barletta, R-PA-11
Representative: Keith Rothfus, R-PA-12

• Flowage Easement Lands: 519 acres
• Project Boundary Line Marked: 93 Miles

