William H. Harsha Lake
Batavia, OH

Project Features

• Authorization: Flood Control Act of 1938.
• Primary project purposes are flood risk
reduction, fish and wildlife and recreation.
• William H. Harsha Lake (also known as East
Fork) situated in Clermont County in
southwestern Ohio, about 25 miles east of
Cincinnati. The large earthen dam and smaller
saddle dams are about four miles south of
Batavia, Ohio, on the East Fork of the Little
Miami River.
• William H. Harsha exists as a cooperative
management effort between the Corps of
Engineers and the Ohio Department of Natural
Resources - Divisions of Parks and
Recreation, Watercraft, and Wildlife. A variety
of other partnerships play important roles in
the management of the 10,000 plus acres of
public lands at William H. Harsha Lake.
• The Corps manages the areas around the
dam and the ODNR manages major recreation
facilities under a state park lease.

Consequences of Not Maintaining the Project
• Failure to adequately fund the flood risk
management mission at this facility would
result in the project's inability to adequately
execute the flood risk management mission as
authorized by congress. The consequences
could range in severity depending upon the
condition of the project, but would ultimately
lead to a failure of the structure and a
subsequent life safety concern for those in the
affected downstream areas.
• Closure of recreational facilities will result in
degradation of facilities, negative public
reaction and potential Congressional inquiries.

Regional Importance

• The 2,160 acre William H. Harsha reservoir and
East Fork State Park offer outstanding boating,
hiking, hunting, fishing, camping and other outdoor
recreation activities. The state park is home to
many junior and collegiate rowing races, including
the US Rowing Youth National Championships.
The project averages 402 thousand visitors
annually, contributing $18.04 million dollars to the
local economy. This represents a sizable
component of the economy in the local community.
• The project has prevented over $124.62 million
dollars in cumulative flood damages through FY
2016.

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Fiscal Year (FY) 2016, 2017, 2018
Project Appropriations and President’s Budget ($1,000)
Business Line

FY 16 O&M Appropriation
Operation Maintenance
Total

FY 17 O&M Appropriation
Operation Maintenance
Total

FY 18 O&M President's Budget
Operation Maintenance
Total

Flood Damage
Reduction

$1,087

$250

$1,337

$762

$313

$1,075

$823

$235

$1,058

Recreation

$138

$0

$138

$114

$0

$114

$114

$0

$114

Environmental
Stewardship

$114

$0

$114

$95

$22

$117

$64

$37

$101

Water Supply

$6

$0

$6

$8

$0

$8

$8

$0

$8

$1,345

$250

$1,595

$979

$335

$1,314

$1,009

$272

$1,281

Total

In addition to annual appropriations, this project currently has the following maintenance funding
needs in order to operate at an optimum level of service and reliability.
FY 18 Funding Requests
for Maintenance ($1,000)
Business Line

Flood Damage
Reduction

Total

FY 18 Maintenance Needs

Package $

$357

Dewater and Repair Stilling Basin

$255

Left Bank Main Dam Gutter Repair

$306

Bridge Painting and Rocker Replacement

$388

Enhance Security

$1,306

Additional Information

Congressional Interests

• Fee Lands: 10,566 acres

Senator Sherrod Brown, D-OH
Senator Rob Portman, R-OH
Congressman Brad Wenstrup, R-OH-2

• Flowage Easement Lands: 125 acres
• Project Boundary Line Marked: 33 miles

