West Fork Lake
Cincinnati, OH

Project Features

• Authorization: Flood Control Act of 1946.
• Primary project purposes are flood risk
reduction, fish and wildlife and recreation.
• West Fork Lake (better known locally as
Winton Woods Lake) was authorized under the
Flood Control Act of 1946. The Louisville
District of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
designed, built, and operates the project to
reduce flood damages downstream from the
dam. The dam is 6.5 miles above the
confluence with Mill Creek.
• West Fork Lake is great way to experience
nature in the middle of Cincinnati. The 183
acre lake provides flood reduction and a whole
lot more. West Fork Lake exists as a
cooperative management effort between the
Corps of Engineers and the Hamilton County
Park District, and offers a wide variety of
recreational facilities. At West Fork Lake
visitors can enjoy boating, camping, and
fishing.
• The Corps manages the areas around the
dam and the Hamilton County Park District
manages major recreation facilities under a
public park and recreation lease.

Consequences of Not Maintaining the Project
• Failure to adequately fund the flood risk
management mission at this facility would
result in the project's inability to adequately
execute the flood risk management mission as
authorized by congress. The consequences
could range in severity depending upon the
condition of the project, but would ultimately
lead to a failure of the structure and a
subsequent life safety concern for those in the
affected downstream areas.
• Closure of recreational facilities will result in
degradation of facilities, negative public
reaction and potential Congressional inquiries.

Regional Importance

• The West Fork reservoir offers many
opportunities to enjoy wildlife or recreate in the
great outdoors. The project averages 519
thousand visitors annually, contributing $12.25
million dollars to the local economy. This
represents a sizable component of the economy in
the local community.
• The project has prevented over $117 million
dollars in cumulative flood damages through FY
2016.

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Fiscal Year (FY) 2016, 2017, 2018
Project Appropriations and President’s Budget ($1,000)
Business Line

FY 16 O&M Appropriation
Operation Maintenance
Total

FY 17 O&M Appropriation
Operation Maintenance
Total

FY 18 O&M President's Budget
Operation Maintenance
Total

Flood Damage
Reduction

$854

$0

$854

$586

$205

$791

$561

$137

$698

Recreation

$36

$0

$36

$19

$0

$19

$16

$0

$16

Environmental
Stewardship

$69

$0

$69

$30

$18

$48

$26

$30

$56

$959

$0

$959

$635

$223

$858

$603

$167

$770

Total

In addition to annual appropriations, this project currently has the following maintenance funding
needs in order to operate at an optimum level of service and reliability.
FY 18 Funding Requests
for Maintenance ($1,000)
Business Line
Flood Damage
Reduction

Total

Package $

$1,500

$1,500

FY 18 Maintenance Needs
Repair/Replace Rock Slide Mesh

Additional Information

Congressional Interests

• Fee Lands: 1,345 acres

Senator Sherrod Brown, D-OH
Senator Rob Portman, R-OH
Congressman Steve Chabot, R-OH-1
Congressman Brad Wenstrup, R-OH-2

• Flowage Easement Lands: 41 acres
• Project Boundary Line Marked: 13 miles

