Taylorsville Lake
Taylorsville, KY

Project Features

• Authorization: Flood Control Act of 1938.
• Primary project purposes are flood risk
reduction, fish and wildlife and recreation.
• Taylorsville Lake is a 3,050 acre reservoir
located on the Salt River mainly in Spencer
County, Kentucky. Construction of the dam
started in 1974, with impoundment in January
1983.
• Taylorsville Lake Dam is an earthen
embankment structure 162 feet high and 1,280
feet long at its crest. Its reservoir has a
maximum capacity of 291,670 acre-feet.
• The Corps, in cooperation with the
Commonwealth of Kentucky, manages the
land and water for wildlife, fisheries, and
recreation. The Corps manages areas around
the dam. Kentucky's Taylorsville Lake State
Park is located on the lake's northern shore
and is operated under a state park lease. The
KY Dept. of Fish and Wildlife Resources also
manage lands and waters under a wildlife
management area lease.
• There is one commercial marina on
Taylorsville Lake and one commercial resort
with cabins that can be rented.
Consequences of Not Maintaining the Project

• Failure to adequately fund the flood risk
management mission at this facility would
result in the project's inability to adequately
execute the flood risk management mission as
authorized by congress. The consequences
could range in severity depending upon the
condition of the project, but would ultimately
lead to a failure of the structure and a
subsequent life safety concern for those in the
affected downstream areas.
• Closure of recreational facilities will result in
degradation of facilities, negative public
reaction and potential Congressional inquiries.

Regional Importance

• Taylorsville Lake provides flood protection to the
Salt River valley, improves downstream water flow
conditions, and offers a habitat for various species
of fish and wildlife.
• The lake offers boating, fishing, swimming, and
other recreational activities to the general public.
The project averages 378 thousand visitors
annually, contributing $14.37 million dollars to the
local economy. This represents a sizable
component of the economy in the local community.
• The project has prevented over $112 million
dollars in cumulative flood damages through FY
16.
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Additional Information

Congressional Interests

• Fee Lands: 15,143 acres

Senator Mitch McConnell, R-KY
Senator Rand Paul, R-KY
Congressman Andy Barr, R-KY-6

• Flowage Easement Lands: 508 acres
• Project Boundary Line Marked: 102 miles

