Rough River Lake
Falls of Rough, KY

Project Features

• Authorization: Flood Control Act of 1938.
• Primary project purposes are flood risk
reduction, water supply, fish and wildlife and
recreation.
• Rough River Lake is a 5,100-acre reservoir
in Breckinridge, Grayson, and Hardin counties
in Kentucky about 95 miles southwest of
Louisville.
• Rough River Lake Dam, completed in 1959,
is a 132-foot-high earthen embankment dam
impounding a maximum capacity of 334,400
acre-feet.
• The Corps, in cooperation with the
Commonwealth of Kentucky, manages the
land and water for wildlife, fisheries, and
recreation. The Corps manages the major
recreation areas including approximately 370
campsites, and Kentucky manages a state
park lease and a fish and wildlife management
area license.
• The lake's staff administers a shoreline
management program with over 3,989
shoreline use permits.

Consequences of Not Maintaining the Project

• Failure to adequately fund the flood risk
management mission at this facility would
result in the project's inability to adequately
execute the flood risk management mission as
authorized by congress. The consequences
could range in severity depending upon the
condition of the project, but would ultimately
lead to a failure of the structure and a
subsequent life safety concern for those in the
affected downstream areas.
• Closure of recreational facilities will result in
degradation of facilities, negative public
reaction and potential Congressional inquiries.

Regional Importance

• Rough River Lake provides flood protection to the
Rough River valley, supplies water to the area's
communities, improves downstream water flow
conditions, and offers a habitat for various species
of fish and wildlife.
• The lake offers boating, fishing, swimming, and
other recreational activities to the general public.
The project averages 1.661 million visitors
annually, contributing $12.16 million dollars to the
local economy. This represents a sizable
component of the economy in the local community.
• The project has prevented over $252.71 million
dollars in cumulative flood damages through FY
16.

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Fiscal Year (FY) 2016, 2017, 2018
Project Appropriations and President’s Budget ($1,000)
Business Line

FY 16 O&M Appropriation
Operation Maintenance
Total

FY 17 O&M Appropriation
Operation Maintenance
Total

FY 18 O&M President's Budget
Operation Maintenance
Total

Flood Damage
Reduction

$1,796

$0

$1,796

$1,249

$574

$1,823

$1,545

$386

$1,931

Recreation

$628

$0

$628

$624

$65

$689

$701

$0

$701

Environmental
Stewardship

$326

$58

$384

$263

$327

$590

$254

$850

$1,104

Water Supply

$18

$0

$18

$14

$0

$14

$14

$0

$14

$2,768

$58

$2,826

$2,150

$966

$3,116

$2,514

$1,236

$3,750

Total

In addition to annual appropriations, this project currently has the following maintenance funding
needs in order to operate at an optimum level of service and reliability.
FY 18 Funding Requests
for Maintenance ($1,000)
Business Line

Flood Damage
Reduction

Environmental
Stewardship

Recreation

Total

FY 18 Maintenance Needs

Package $

$408

Removing and Sealing Gage Well Valve

$160

Re-establishing the Government Boundary and Encroachment Resolution

$212

Construct Maintenance Storge Facility

$45

Rewire and Insulate New HVAC in Outdoor Leaning Center

$825

$1,900

$1,900

Flowage Easement Surveys

$370

Expand North Fork Recreation Area Boat Ramp Parking Lot

$250

Replace Campsite Electrical Service in North Fork Recreation Area

$470

Replace two boat ramps with one at the North Fork Recreation Area

$250

Sustainability - Replace Water Lines in North Fork Recreation Area

$120

Sustainability - Install Water Meters and Cutoff Valves at North Fork Rec. Area

$44

Replace Roofs on Five Restrooms/Showerhouses in North Fork Recreation Area

$1,504

Additional Information
• Fee Lands: 9,337 acres
• Flowage Easement Lands: 5,160 acres
• Project Boundary Line Marked: 266 miles

Congressional Interests
Senator Mitch McConnell, R-KY
Senator Rand Paul, R-KY
Congressman James Comer, R-KY-1
Congressman Brett Gutherie, R-KY-2

