Nolin River Lake
Bee Springs, KY

Project Features

• Authorization: Flood Control Act of 1938.
• Primary project purposes are flood risk
reduction, water supply, fish and wildlife and
recreation.
• Nolin River Lake is a reservoir in Edmonson,
Grayson, and Hart counties in Kentucky. The
lake varies from 2,890 acres in the winter to
5,795 acres in the summer.
• Construction of the operating tower and
outlet works began in January 1959 and was
completed in July 1961. Construction of the
dam and spillway began in June 1961 and the
reservoir was placed in complete operation on
March 4th, 1963.
• The Corps, in cooperation with the
Commonwealth of Kentucky, manages the
land and water for wildlife, fisheries, and
recreation. The Corps manages the major
recreation areas including approximately 350
campsites, and Kentucky manages a state
park lease and a fish and wildlife management
area license.
• The lake's staff administers a shoreline
management program with over 1,500
shoreline use permits.
Consequences of Not Maintaining the Project

• Failure to adequately fund the flood risk
management mission at this facility would
result in the project's inability to adequately
execute the flood risk management mission as
authorized by congress. The consequences
could range in severity depending upon the
condition of the project, but would ultimately
lead to a failure of the structure and a
subsequent life safety concern for those in the
affected downstream areas.
• Closure of recreational facilities will result in
degradation of facilities, negative public
reaction and potential Congressional inquiries.

Regional Importance

• Nolin River Lake provides flood protection to the
Nolin and Green River valleys, supplies water to
the area's communities, improves downstream
water flow conditions, and offers a habitat for
various species of fish and wildlife.
• The lake offers boating, fishing, swimming, and
other recreational activities to the general public.
The project averages 1.167 million visitors
annually, contributing $26.07 million dollars to the
local economy. This represents a sizable
component of the economy in the local community.
• The project has prevented over $130.7 million
dollars in cumulative flood damages through FY
16.

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Fiscal Year (FY) 2016, 2017, 2018
Project Appropriations and President’s Budget ($1,000)
Business Line

FY 16 O&M Appropriation
Operation Maintenance
Total

FY 17 O&M Appropriation
Operation Maintenance
Total

FY 18 O&M President's Budget
Operation Maintenance
Total

Flood Damage
Reduction

$1,745

$0

$1,745

$1,072

$665

$1,737

$1,430

$306

$1,736

Recreation

$594

$0

$594

$590

$0

$590

$687

$40

$727

Environmental
Stewardship

$378

$20

$398

$328

$46

$374

$323

$86

$409

Water Supply

$6

$0

$6

$8

$0

$8

$8

$0

$8

$2,723

$20

$2,743

$1,998

$711

$2,709

$2,448

$432

$2,880

Total

In addition to annual appropriations, this project currently has the following maintenance funding
needs in order to operate at an optimum level of service and reliability.
FY 18 Funding Requests
for Maintenance ($1,000)
Business Line
Flood Damage
Reduction

Total

$501

FY 18 Maintenance Needs

Package $

$270

Piezometer Installations

$52

Investigate Bypass Conduits

$179

Pave and Resurface Office Parking and Access Rd.

Additional Information

Congressional Interests

• Fee Lands: 13,404 acres

Senator Mitch McConnell, R-KY
Senator Rand Paul, R-KY
Congressman Brett Guthrie, R-KY-2

• Flowage Easement Lands: 4,546 acres
• Project Boundary Line Marked: 221 miles

