Monroe Lake
Bloomington, IN

Project Features

• Authorization: Flood Control Act of 1938.
• Primary project purposes are flood damage
reduction, water supply, fish and wildlife, and
recreation.
• Lake Monroe is a reservoir located about 10
miles southeast of Bloomington, Indiana. The
lake is the largest entirely situated in Indiana
with 10,750 acres of water surface area
spread over the counties of Monroe and
Brown. Capacity varies from 237,000 acre-ft to
347,000 acre-ft depending on water level.
• Construction on the lake began in 1960 and
was finished in 1965.
• Monroe Lake exists as a cooperative
management effort between the Corps of
Engineers and the Indiana Department of
Natural Resources. The Corps manages areas
around the dam and IDNR manages major
recreation facilities under a state park lease.
The U.S. Forest Service has one recreation
area and owns the adjacent lake shoreline
within the Hoosier National Forest.
• Ransburg Scout Reservation, a large Boy
Scout camp comprising over 624 acres, is
situated along the eastern shore.
Consequences of Not Maintaining the Project

• Failure to adequately fund the flood risk
management mission at this facility would
result in the project's inability to adequately
execute the flood risk management mission as
authorized by congress. The consequences
could range in severity depending upon the
condition of the project, but would ultimately
lead to a failure of the structure and a
subsequent life safety concern for those in the
affected downstream areas.
• Closure of recreational facilities will result in
degradation of facilities, negative public
reaction and potential Congressional inquiries.

Regional Importance

• Monroe Lake and surrounding area provides
abundant fishing throughout the year, and
recreational opportunities such as boating and
water skiing attract visitors from throughout Indiana
and the Midwest. The project averages 696
thousand visitors annually, contributing $21.51
million dollars to the local economy. This
represents a sizable component of the economy in
the local community.
• Monroe Lake provides flood protection to the
Wabash River valley, supplies water to the area's
communities, improves the Wabash River's water
flow conditions, and offers a habitat for various
species of fish and wildlife. The project has
prevented over $97.91 million dollars in cumulative
flood damages through FY 2016.

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Fiscal Year (FY) 2016, 2017, 2018
Project Appropriations and President’s Budget ($1,000)
Business Line

FY 16 O&M Appropriation
Operation Maintenance
Total

FY 17 O&M Appropriation
Operation Maintenance
Total

FY 18 O&M President's Budget
Operation Maintenance
Total

Flood Damage
Reduction

$1,012

$0

$1,012

$829

$301

$1,130

$740

$206

$946

Recreation

$45

$0

$45

$44

$0

$44

$34

$0

$34

Environmental
Stewardship

$157

$6

$163

$95

$47

$142

$92

$64

$156

Water Supply

$6

$0

$6

$8

$0

$8

$8

$0

$8

$1,220

$6

$1,226

$976

$348

$1,324

$874

$270

$1,144

Total

In addition to annual appropriations, this project currently has the following maintenance funding
needs in order to operate at an optimum level of service and reliability.
FY 18 Funding Requests
for Maintenance ($1,000)
Business Line
Flood Damage
Reduction

Total

FY 18 Maintenance Needs

Package $

$91

Service Gate Repairs

$75

Repair Bulkhead Slots

$166

Additional Information

Congressional Interests

• Fee Lands: 25,121 acres

Senator John Donnelly, D-IN
Senator Todd Young, R-IN
Congressman Trey Hollingsworth, R-IN-9

• Flowage Easement Lands: 1,246 acres
• Project Boundary Line Marked: 210 miles

