J. Edward Roush Lake
Huntington, IN

Project Features

• Authorization: Flood Control Act of 1938.
• Primary project purposes are flood damage
reduction, fish and wildlife, and recreation.
• The project area lies in Huntington and Wells
counties IN, 20 miles southeast Ft. Wayne.
• The J. Edward Roush Lake Dam was
completed in 1968 for flood control and
recreation. At 91 feet high and 6,500 feet in
length at its crest, its maximum capacity is
153,100 acre-feet and normal capacity is
12,500 acre-feet.
• The Indiana Department of Natural
Resources (DNR), in partnership with the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, manages public
land at Roush Lake, along with that of seven
other lakes in the state, including nearby
Salamonie and Mississinewa lakes. The latter
two, along with Roush, are known as the
Upper Wabash Reservoirs. Under a lease with
the Corps, the DNR operates and maintains
the recreational facilities and wildlife areas at
these properties. The Corps manages the
dams and some recreational facilities
immediately around the dams. The Corps also
monitors and controls lake water levels.
Consequences of Not Maintaining the Project

• Failure to adequately fund the flood risk
management mission at this facility would
result in the project's inability to adequately
execute the flood risk management mission as
authorized by congress. The consequences
could range in severity depending upon the
condition of the project, but would ultimately
lead to a failure of the structure and a
subsequent life safety concern for those in the
affected downstream areas.
• Closure of recreational facilities will result in
degradation of facilities, negative public
reaction and potential Congressional inquiries.

Regional Importance

• The 900 acre J. Edward Roush Lake and
surrounding area offers a wide variety of outdoor
recreation opportunities. The project averages 262
thousand visitors annually, contributing $7.94
million dollars to the local economy. This
represents a sizable component of the economy in
the local community.
• J. Edward Roush Lake provides flood protection
to the Wabash River valley, improves the Wabash
River's water flow conditions, offers a habitat for
various species of fish and wildlife, and provides
surrounding communities with diverse outdoor
recreation opportunities. The project has prevented
over $343.16 million dollars in cumulative flood
damages through FY 2016.

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Fiscal Year (FY) 2016, 2017, 2018
Project Appropriations and President’s Budget ($1,000)
Business Line

FY 16 O&M Appropriation
Operation Maintenance
Total

FY 17 O&M Appropriation
Operation Maintenance
Total

FY 18 O&M President's Budget
Operation Maintenance
Total

Flood Damage
Reduction

$1,100

$745

$1,845

$817

$216

$1,033

$891

$98

$989

Recreation

$49

$0

$49

$41

$0

$41

$33

$0

$33

Environmental
Stewardship

$56

$0

$56

$37

$25

$62

$35

$27

$62

$1,205

$745

$1,950

$895

$241

$1,136

$959

$125

$1,084

Total

In addition to annual appropriations, this project currently has the following maintenance funding
needs in order to operate at an optimum level of service and reliability.
FY 18 Funding Requests
for Maintenance ($1,000)
Business Line

Flood Damage
Reduction

Environmental
Stewardship

Total

FY 18 Maintenance Needs

Package $

$235

Repair Highway 5 Bridge Drainage System

$128

Rip Rap

$169

Physical Security Measures

$455

Replace Sluice Gate Wedges at Markle Levee

$10

Pest and Invasive Species Management

$15

Wildlife and Habitat Management

$100

Section 106 Activities

$987

$125

Additional Information

Congressional Interests

• Fee Lands: 8,628 acres

Senator John Donnelly, D-IN
Senator Todd Young, R-IN
Congressman Jim Banks, R-IN-3

• Flowage Easement Lands: 4,133 acres
• Project Boundary Line Marked: 43 miles

