Cave Run Lake
Morehead, KY

Project Features

• Authorization: Flood Control Act of 1938.
• Primary project purposes are flood risk
reduction, water supply, fish and wildlife and
recreation.
• Cave Run Lake, located south of Morehead,
is an 8,270 acre reservoir in northeastern
Kentucky. Construction of the 148 ft tall,
half-mile long dam began in 1965 and was
completed in 1974. Cave Run Lake is in the
northern part of the Daniel Boone National
Forest in Rowan, Morgan, Menifee, and Bath
counties.
• The Corps operates and maintains the dam
and three day use recreation areas near the
dam. The remaining lands and recreation
areas are managed under the jurisdiction of
the Cumberland District of the U.S. Forest
Service.

Regional Importance

• Cave Run Lake provides flood protection to the
lower Licking River valley, supplies water to the
area's communities, improves the Licking River's
water flow conditions, and offers a habitat for
various species of fish and wildlife.
• The lake offers boating, fishing, swimming, and
other recreational activities to the general public.
The project averages 257 thousand visitors
annually, contributing $5.75 million dollars to the
local economy. This represents a sizable
component of the economy in the local community.

Consequences of Not Maintaining the Project

• Failure to adequately fund the flood risk
management mission at this facility would
result in the project's inability to adequately
execute the flood risk management mission as
authorized by congress. The consequences
could range in severity depending upon the
condition of the project, but would ultimately
lead to a failure of the structure and a
subsequent life safety concern for those in the
affected downstream areas.
• Closure of recreational facilities will result in
degradation of facilities, negative public
reaction and potential Congressional inquiries.

• The project serves as one unit of the
comprehensive plan for the Ohio River Basin to
reduce the flood stages downstream from the dam.
The project has prevented over $270.85 million
dollars in cumulative flood damages through FY
2016.

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Fiscal Year (FY) 2016, 2017, 2018
Project Appropriations and President’s Budget ($1,000)
Business Line

FY 16 O&M Appropriation
Operation Maintenance
Total

FY 17 O&M Appropriation
Operation Maintenance
Total

FY 18 O&M President's Budget
Operation Maintenance
Total

Flood Damage
Reduction

$793

$0

$793

$690

$161

$851

$572

$150

$722

Recreation

$154

$0

$154

$117

$0

$117

$127

$0

$127

Environmental
Stewardship

$79

$0

$79

$86

$29

$115

$73

$29

$102

Water Supply

$12

$0

$12

$11

$0

$11

$11

$0

$11

$1,038

$0

$1,038

$904

$190

$1,094

$783

$179

$962

Total

In addition to annual appropriations, this project currently has the following maintenance funding
needs in order to operate at an optimum level of service and reliability.
FY 18 Funding Requests
for Maintenance ($1,000)
Business Line
Environmental
Stewardship

FY 18 Maintenance Needs

Total

Package $

$100

$100

Environmental Compliance

$95

Slush Grouting and Rip Rap Repair

$195

Interim Risk Reduction Measure: Piezometer Installations

$90

Strategic Maintenance

Flood Damage
Reduction

$290

Recreation

$90

Additional Information

Congressional Interests

• Fee Lands: 392 acres

Senator Mitch McConnell, R-KY
Senator Rand Paul, R-KY
Congressman Hal Rogers, R-KY-5
Congressman Andy Barr, R-KY-6

• Flowage Easement Lands: 22,132 acres
• Project Boundary Line Marked: 3 miles

