Cecil M. Harden Lake
Rockville, IN

Project Features

• Authorization: Flood Control Act of 1938.
• The 2,110 acre lake provides flood reduction
downstream from the dam, primarily in the Big
Raccoon Creek and Lower Wabash River
watersheds. The lake has 216 square miles of
drainage area, beginning in Boone County,
Indiana. Cecil M. Harden Lake also offers
water-related recreation and the enhancement
of fish and wildlife.
• Cecil M. Harden Lake (also known as
Raccoon Lake), located in west central
Indiana, lies predominantly in Parke County
and extends into Putnam County. The dam is
on Big Raccoon Creek 33 miles upstream of
its juncture with the Wabash River. It is
approximately 25 miles northeast of Terre
Haute, 50 miles west of Indianapolis, and 15
miles north of Brazil.
• Cecil M. Harden Lake exists as a
cooperative management effort between the
Corps of Engineers and the Indiana Dept. of
Natural Resources and includes the Raccoon
State Recreation Area and the Historic
Mansfield Roller Mill.
Consequences of Not Maintaining the Project

• Failure to adequately fund the flood risk
management mission at this facility would
result in the project's inability to adequately
execute the flood risk management mission as
authorized by congress. The consequences
could range in severity depending upon the
condition of the project, but would ultimately
lead to a failure of the structure and a
subsequent life safety concern for those in the
affected downstream areas.
• Closure of recreational facilities will result in
degradation of facilities, negative public
reaction and potential Congressional inquiries.

Regional Importance

• The project averages 258 thousand visitors
annually, contributing $22.04 million to the local
economy. This represents a sizable component of
the economy in the local community.
• The project has prevented over $163.5 million in
cumulative flood damages through FY 2016.
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Additional Information

Congressional Interests

• Fee Lands: 4,093 acres

Senator Joe Donnelly, D-IN
Senator Todd Young, R-IN
Congressman Larry Bucshon, R-IN-8

• Flowage Easement Lands: 1,169 acres
• Project Boundary Line Marked: 47 miles

