Buckhorn Lake
Middle Fork of the Kentucky River, KY

Project Features
• Authorization: Flood Control Act of 1938.
• Primary project purposes are flood damage
reduction, fish and wildlife, and recreation.
• Buckhorn Lake is situated in Leslie and
Perry counties on the Middle Fork of the
Kentucky River in the foothills of the
Cumberland Plateau, offering the scenic
beauty of the Appalachian Mountain Range.
The dam is located near the small community
of Buckhorn, Ky., about 100 miles southeast of
Lexington and 30 miles west of Hazard.
• Buckhorn Dam is an earthen dam, 160 feet
high and 1,020 feet in length at its crest, with a
maximum capacity of 167,900 acre-feet and
normal storage of 32,100 acre feet.
• The riverine reservoir it creates, has a
normal water surface of 8.2 square miles, a
maximum capacity of 359,600 acre-feet, and
normal storage of 184,900 acre-feet.
• At Buckhorn Lake you can camp or picnic at
one of four Corps operated recreation areas;
fish, boat, swim or ski on Buckhorn Lake; hunt
in the Buckhorn Lake Wildlife Management
Area or Daniel Boone National Forest; walk
numerous trails; or enjoy a weekend getaway
at the Buckhorn Lake State Resort Park.
Consequences of Not Maintaining the Project

• Failure to adequately fund the flood risk
management mission at this facility would
result in the project's inability to adequately
execute the flood risk management mission as
authorized by congress. The consequences
could range in severity depending upon the
condition of the project, but would ultimately
lead to a failure of the structure and a
subsequent life safety concern for those in the
affected downstream areas.
• Closure of recreational facilities will result in
degradation of facilities, negative public
reaction and potential Congressional inquiries.

Regional Importance

• The 1,230 acre Buckhorn Lake and surrounding
area offers a wide variety of outdoor recreation
opportunities. The Corps, in cooperation with the
Commonwealth of Kentucky manages the land and
water for wildlife, fisheries and recreation. The
project averages 210 thousand visitors annually,
contributing $6.62 million to the local economy.
This represents a sizable component of the
economy in the local community.
• Buckhorn Lake is home to a sizable population
of muskie, making it an attractive destination for
fishermen.
• The project has prevented over $75.99 million in
cumulative flood damages through FY 2016.

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Fiscal Year (FY) 2016, 2017, 2018
Project Appropriations and President’s Budget ($1,000)
Business Line

FY 16 O&M Appropriation
Operation Maintenance
Total

FY 17 O&M Appropriation
Operation Maintenance
Total

FY 18 O&M President's Budget
Operation Maintenance
Total

Flood Damage
Reduction

$1,118

$0

$1,118

$728

$336

$1,064

$855

$240

$1,095

Recreation

$437

$0

$437

$434

$0

$434

$489

$0

$489

Environmental
Stewardship

$170

$0

$170

$195

$0

$195

$236

$0

$236

$1,725

$0

$1,725

$1,357

$336

$1,693

$1,580

$240

$1,820

Total

In addition to annual appropriations, this project currently has the following maintenance funding
needs in order to operate at an optimum level of service and reliability.
FY 18 Funding Requests
for Maintenance ($1,000)
Business Line
Flood Damage
Reduction
Recreation

FY 18 Maintenance Needs

Total

Package $

$4,100

$125

Piezometer Installations

$278

Sustainability: Efficiency Improvements

$200

Replace Vault Toilet and Construct an ADA Accessible Sidewalk at Leatherwood
Recreation Area

$478

Additional Information

Congressional Interests

• Fee Lands: 14,961 acres

Senator Mitch McConnell, R-KY
Senator Rand Paul, R-KY
Congressman Hal Rogers, R-KY-5

• Flowage Easement Lands: 915 acres
• Project Boundary Line Marked: 121 miles

