Paintsville Lake
Paint Creek, KY

Project Features

• Authorization: Section 204 of Flood Control
Act of 1965.
• Primary project purposes are flood risk
reduction, water supply, low-flow
augmentation, fish and wildlife enhancement,
and recreation.
• Dam was completed in 1983 and serves a
drainage area of 92.5 square miles.
• The lake is impounded by a rock-fill dam with
an impervious core, 160 ft. tall and 1,600 ft.
long with an uncontrolled broad-crested
spillway.
• Outlet works include an intake structure with
three gated sluices discharging into a stilling
basin. Two selective withdrawal wells have 10
inlets at five different elevations. The
discharge for the selective withdrawal wells
are controlled by a slide gate and a 10 inch
bypass in each well.

Regional Importance

• The project averages 1 million visitors
contributing $31.5 million to the local economy,
supporting 340 jobs. This represents a sizable
component of the economy in the local community.
• The project has the ability to supply 6 million
gallons of water per day with a National Economic
Benefit of $6.6 million.

• The project has 8 recreation areas including
Paintsville Lake State Park and an historic
area listed on the National Registry of Historic
Places.

• The project prevented over $89 thousand in flood
damages in FY 2016 with a accumulative total of
$30 million in flood damages prevented since the
construction of the project.

Consequences of Not Maintaining the Project

• Natural and recreational resources at this project
provide social, economic and environmental
benefits. Project personnel conducted 20
recreational programs in FY16 that help strengthen
family ties and friendships; provide opportunities
for children to develop personal skills, social
values, and self esteem; and increase water
safety.

• Failure to adequately fund the flood damage
reduction mission at this facility would result in
the project's inability to adequately execute
the flood damage reduction mission as
authorized by congress. The consequences
could range in severity depending upon the
condition of the project, but would ultimately
lead to a failure of the structure and a
subsequent life safety concern for those in the
affected downstream areas.
• Closure of recreational facilities will result in
degradation of facilities, negative public
reaction and potential Congressional inquiries.

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Fiscal Year (FY) 2016, 2017, 2018
Project Appropriations and President’s Budget ($1,000)
Business Line

FY 16 O&M Appropriation
Operation Maintenance
Total

FY 17 O&M Appropriation
Operation Maintenance
Total

FY 18 O&M President's Budget
Operation Maintenance
Total

Flood Damage
Reduction

$793

$342

$1,135

$576

$400

$976

$692

$395

$1,087

Recreation

$108

$0

$108

$184

$0

$184

$136

$45

$181

Environmental
Stewardship

$60

$17

$77

$27

$38

$65

$4

$72

$76

Water Supply

$20

$18

$38

$20

$18

$38

$20

$18

$38

$981

$377

$1,358

$807

$456

$1,263

$852

$530

$1,382

Total

In addition to annual appropriations, this project currently has the following maintenance
funding needs in order to operate at an optimum level of service and reliability.
FY 18
Funding Requests for
Maintenance ($1,000)
Business Line

Total

$68
Flood Damage
Reduction

FY 18 Maintenance Needs

Package $

$458

Pave Access to Below Dam Outlets

$300

Paving - Maintenance Buildings

$90

Replace Bull Dozer

Additional Information

Congressional Interests

• Fee Lands: 12,981 acres

Senator Mitch McConnell, R-KY
Senator Rand Paul, R-KY
Congressman Hal Rogers, R-KY-05

• Flowage Easement Lands: 106 acres
• Project Boundary Line Marked: 55 miles

