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GOAL: VIBRANT ECONOMY

Sustain a water use system to efficiently and effectively support agricultural, industrial, and 

energy productivity

– Some overlap with other goals such as Flood Control, Navigation, Recreation, and others

– This goal can also draw attention to the myriad other ways that our waters directly support the basin’s economy
• Region benefits from hydropower stations, municipal and industrial water supply, and other uses
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Defined within the study context as desirable environmental outcomes that are possible from future modifications 

to operations at USACE reservoirs or L/Ds

SUSTAINABLE RIVER PROGRAM –

OPPORTUNITIES

Potential Opportunities include:
1. More natural hydrologic and hydraulic regimes

2. Improved water quality 

3. Improved quality and diversity of habitats

4. Improved connectivity of habitats

5. Improved aquatic communities

Specific Tasks to Accomplish:

1. Identify target species and associated habitats (in 

progress)

2. Characterize water quality attributes that could be 

improved through modification of operations (in progress)

3. Define changes to operations (measures) that would be 

required to realize opportunities

4. Research on previous efforts and successes (in progress)

5. Characterize opportunities for each pool based on data 
• Species distributions, bathymetric characterizations, water quality 

characteristics, known problems, etc.
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SUSTAINABLE RIVER PROGRAM –

CONSTRAINTS AND CONSIDERATIONS

Constraints, defined within the study context as 

factors that limit the ability to realize opportunities

Potential Constraints include:

1. Dam type/construction

2. Depths required to maintain navigation

3. Other infrastructure along river
• Hydroelectric facilities, water intakes, etc.

4. Travel times

5. Legal obligations (i.e., FERC licenses)

Considerations, defined within the study as factors to 

consider when attempting to realize opportunities 

Potential Considerations include:

1. Authorized purposes

2. Major tributaries

3. Presence of wildlife refuges

4. Potential impacts to invasive species

5. Potential impacts to non-target species

6. Current water control manuals/guide curves

7. Timeframe for analysis (dependent on data 

availability, may change the frame of reference)

Specific Tasks to Accomplish:

1. Characterize/quantify potential H&H constraints (in progress)

2. Identify other constraints and considerations (in progress)

3. Define pool-specific constraints based on data
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WATER TRAIL ACCESS
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WATER TRAIL ANALYSIS


