PROJECT FACT SHEET
CHANNEL MAINTENANCE
TENNESSEE AND CUMBERLAND RIVERS

Project Description

Nashville District is responsible for maintaining over 1150 miles of navigable channel on the Tennessee and Cumberland Rivers.  This includes repairs/replacement of over 200 federally owned navigation cells and similar navigation aids.
Transportation Importance:
Authorized channel dimensions and mooring structures are vital in the stretches of river between the navigation locks.  Dependable and expected navigation features are used by commercial navigation interests to arrange tows.  Unexpected conditions are a hazard to vessels and pose an environmental risk.
Project Performance:

Current level of performance ranges from B to D.  Based on the project pool the channel feature is in dictates the maintenance impact.  Continued hydrographic inspections, planned maintenance dredging, and mooring structure repairs will move the channels to performance ranges that match the pool’s project.
Description of Work Recommended in Optimum Plan:

Maintenance Dredging Activities

Due to the nature of the project pools that make up the navigable channels, very few shoaling areas exist in the Nashville District.  Those that do exist should be dredged on a frequency of three to ten years, based on the location.  The most critical areas for dredging regarding risk for unscheduled channel closure are:

Beech Creek Island (TRM 155.0), Wolf and Diamond Islands (TRM 193-197), Sheffield Cut through McFarland Bottoms (TRM 253-256), and Dooms Landing through Iuka Bend (CRM 24-26).

The second tier of dredging risk is:

Suck Creek (TRM 452), MacLellan Island through Colwell Bar (TRM 465-469), Post Oak Island (TRM 632), Looney Island (TRM 643), Cumberland City (CRM 101-105), Bartons Creeks through Cheatham Lock (CRM 145-148), Neelys Bend (CRM 205), and Hiwassee River miles 11-17.

Final tiered dredging is Carters through Saunders Islands (CRM 305-309) and Turkey Creek Island (CRM 371).

Maintenance of Federal Mooring Structures

Built to aid commercial traffic during lockages, provide berthing during delays, assist in transiting difficult stretches of the river, and provide other assistance, the federally owned mooring structures are the Nashville District’s maintenance responsibility.  There are over 200 such structures in the district.

