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OLMSTED LOCKS & DAM PROJECT
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION
The Olmsted Locks & Dam project, located downstream of Locks and Dam 53 on the Illinois/Kentucky border, was authorized by the Water Resources Development Act of 1988.   The proposed replacement structure will eliminate Ohio River Locks & Dams 52 & 53. The project consists of two 110’ X 1200’ locks adjacent to the Illinois bank, and a dam comprised of five tainter gates, 1400’ of boat-operated wickets and a fixed weir.  Locks & Dams 52 & 53 were completed in 1929 and the temporary 1,200' long lock chambers were added in 1969 at Locks & Dam 52 and 1979 at Locks & Dam 53.  The antiquated design and age of these structures make it impossible to meet current traffic demands without significant delays. The existing structures have deteriorated structurally and are overstressed during normal operating conditions. The temporary lock at Locks & Dam 52 has passed its 15-year life by 20 years.

TRANSPORTATION IMPORTANCE TO THE SYSTEM
This strategic reach of the Ohio River provides a connection between the Mississippi River, Tennessee River and Cumberland River.  More tonnage passes this point than any other place in America’s inland navigation system.  In 2004 95 million tons (Locks & Dam 52), valued at almost $20 billion, traversed this portion of the Ohio River.  25% of all coal shipped on the inland waterways transits Locks & Dam 52, destined for many of the 50 power plants located on the Ohio River System or for many of the 17 power plants located in the eights states on the Upper or Lower Mississippi River.  Traffic at the Olmsted project is projected to range between 113 million and 130 million tons by 2020.

PROJECT FUNDING HISTORY
The project is cost shared 50/50 with the Inland Waterways Trust Fund.  Total project cost is $1.4 billion.  The remaining benefit to cost ratio is 12.7 to 1 based on an interest rate of 7 percent.  The average annual investigation benefits for the project are $743,500,000 (Oct 2003 $$).  Construction funds were first appropriated in FY91.  Approximately $678 million has been expended through FY2005 leaving a balance of $722 million to complete the project.  During the past four fiscal years the appropriations have averaged about $71.75 million annually for the Olmsted construction project.  The Government continues running an increased risks that L&D 52 & 53 will remain in working condition. Keep in mind that these two lock are over 75 years old and in poor condition. The new dam needs to be in place as soon as possible before one of these dams fail.

SCOPE OF WORK TO REACH ACCEPTABLE LEVEL OF RISK
In order to complete the dam construction in the low water season of 2013 it is critical that the contractor mobilize and fabricate the necessary shells to allow the contractor to begin river work in 2008. To reach this goal requires the purchase of equipment, construct the precast yard and fabricate shells in FY06 and FY07. The remaining equipment would be purchased, the first set of shells would be completed, foundation work would begin, and the first group of shells would be placed in FY08. Efficient funding for FY06 is $100M, $116M for FY07 and $95M in FY08. 
