PROJECT FACT SHEET

OHIO RIVER OPEN CHANNEL WORK
LOUISVILLE DISTRICT

OPERATIONS & MAINTENANCE
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Project Description

Ohio River Open Channel Work includes the work necessary to perform hydrographic surveys, dredge, publish and update navigation charts, maintain and construct structural improvements for channel maintenance, and perform environmental surveys and monitoring necessary to perform channel maintenance in accordance with applicable laws, regulations and policies. The open channel areas of the Ohio River from miles 438 to 981 are maintained by Louisville District.

Description of Work Recommended in Optimum Plan:

In addition to normal operations and recurring maintenance and repairs, the following major items are recommended in the long term development plan. 
1. Reconstruct Dike at Evansville Bend.  An existing dike at Evansville Bend, mile 791.3, has deteriorated over time and is presently contributing to sedimentation which requires frequent recurring dredging.  This location has required dredging in 7 of the past 9 years, at an average cost of over $200k per dredging cycle.  Based upon recommendations by ERDC, the existing dike could be repaired and modified at a cost of $750k, which should eliminate the need for regular dredging at this location with savings estimated at $1 million per 10 years.
2. Structural Improvements at Livingston Point.  Livingston Point, mile 932.5, is at the confluence of the Tennessee and Ohio Rivers.  This point has grown in the downstream direction due to continued sedimentation, and has reached a point where the channel configuration is causing traffic problems due to the heavy commercial river traffic and fleeting activities in this area, even though the channel meets minimum dimensional standards.  Removal of this point by standard commercial dredging is considered cost prohibitive, estimated at over $1 million.  A detailed model study and analysis of this area by ERDC is proposed for FY 07 at a cost of $250, to design a dike that could reduce sedimentation in this area and reduce the need for future dredging.  $1 million is shown in the optimum funding plan for FY 09 to fund the recommended improvements, realizing that this estimate is likely to be adjusted after a detailed proposal is developed.
Scope of Work / Cost

1. Reconstruct Dike at Evansville Bend.  The dike improvements at Evansville Bend are estimated to cost $850k.  This work is planned for accomplishment in FY 07, based upon optimum funding.

2. Structural Improvements at Livingston Point.  ERDC model study to provide recommendations for structural improvements, $250k in FY 07.  Construction of recommended improvements is estimated at $1.0 million in FY 09.
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