LOWER MONONGAHELA RIVER 2, 3 & 4 
CONSTRUCTION PROJECT
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION:  The Lower Monongahela River Project is located in southwestern Pennsylvania and was authorized for construction by the Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) of 1992 to address the deteriorated condition of navigation facilities along the Lower Monongahela River.  Specific concerns were the very real risks of navigation system failure related to the poor structural condition of Dam 2, Locks & Dam 3, and Locks 4 on the Monongahela River.  Although Braddock Dam was completed in July 2004, the condition and sustained operability of Locks and Dam 3, and Locks 4 remains a significant concern.  Locks and Dam 3 was built in 1907.  It is among the oldest structures operating in our inland navigation system, and the most structurally deficient navigation facility on the Monongahela River.  Under the “two-for-three” replacement plan, this 97 year old Locks and Dam will be removed from the inland waterway system as soon as the 70-year old, undersized Locks 4, are replaced with larger and modernized lock facilities, and Pools 2 and 3 can be adjusted and regulated as one navigation pool by the new gated Braddock Dam.

TRANSPORTATION IMPORTANCE TO THE SYSTEM.  This strategic reach of the Monongahela River is critical to the export of bituminous coal out of the Northern Appalachian coal-fields of southwestern Pennsylvania and northwestern West Virginia, and for the import of fuels and other bulk commodities into the region. The Lower Monongahela River System links the country’s largest metallurgical coke plant and the country’s most productive underground coal mine with the Ohio River and other ports further south.  Traffic through the Lower Monongahela River System is projected to increase from the actual 22.6 million tons logged in 2000, to between 24.3 and 31.4 million tons in 2020.

PROJECT FUNDING HISTORY.  The project is cost-shared 50/50 with the Inland Waterway Trust Fund.  Total Project Cost is $750 million. Approximately $304 million has been expended through FY 2005, leaving a balance of $446 million to complete the project.  During fiscal years 2000 through 2004, the President’s Budget averaged about $34 million annually for the Lower Mon project.  The FY 2005 appropriation was $35,500,000.  A significant portion of the FY05 appropriation was used to begin construction at Charleroi Locks.  The Pittsburgh District has plans to maintain momentum on advancing construction of the new Charleroi Locks which requires significant funding in the near term.  The project if delayed places extended demands on the continued use of Locks and Dam 3 and Locks 4.  These navigation facilities have already outlived their design life, and their respective removal and replacement is critical to keeping the Lower Monongahela River system a reliable and efficient component of the Inland Waterway Navigation System.  FY06 funding at $50.8M and the FY07 President’s Budget at $62.7M allows the District to begin constructing this project efficiently and effectively.  Continued efficient funding could improve the completion date from 2019 to 2016.

OPTIMUM FUNDING NEEDS.  The challenge is to maintain an efficient funding schedule for the Lower Monongahela River Project through 2016 and to keep existing L/D 3 and Lock 4 safely operating until they can be removed.  The project could regain 3 years with efficient funding and minimize expenditures to keep L/D3 and Lock 4 safely operating.  The optimum funding needs through 2011 are shown in the table below.  These needs would fund work on this project at the capability level and assume that construction contracts over $10M will use either the continuing contracts clause or incremental funding.  

	Year
	Optimum Funding Levels

	07
	$67.2M

	08
	$50.6M

	09
	$49.9M

	10
	$61.0M

	11
	$48.4M
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