PROJECT FACT SHEET

MELTON HILL LOCK AND DAM

Tennessee River

Project Description

Melton Hill Lock is 9 miles southwest of Oak Ridge, Tennessee.  Located 23.1 miles from the confluence of the Clinch with the Tennessee River, it is the only Corps lock on the Clinch River.  The lock project is a single chamber 75-feet wide and 400-feet long.  It has a normal lift of 54 feet.
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Transportation Importance:

Corps of Engineers Waterborne Commerce Statistics state that for 2004 approximately 1870 tons of commodities were shipped through Melton Hill Lock.
Project Performance:

Current level of performance is currently rated as D.  Contingent upon funding the completion of this major maintenance in addition to continued routine maintenance funding, the performance level would return to D.
Risk & Reliability, Economic Impacts of Unscheduled Lock Outages
Oak Ridge National Laboratory is using Melton Hill Lock to transport oversized and delicate equipment for the developing Spallation Neutron Source project.  This project is estimated to have a $4.0 billion economic impact in the Southeastern United States.  No other means of transporting much of this equipment exists.
Description of Work Recommended in Optimum Plan:

Routine Maintenance
Routine maintenance is required to ensure proper safety and reliability operation levels of the lock.  A maintenance dewatering is scheduled for FY 2011.  The estimated cost of this dewatering is $900,000.
