PROJECT FACT SHEET

NAVIGATION DISPOSITION PROJECT
GREEN AND BARREN RIVERS, KENTUKCY 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Green River Locks and Dams 3 through 6 and Barren River Lock and Dam 1 are navigation facilities that are no longer in use.  The facilities and the pools are no longer maintained by the Corps of Engineers; however, the Corps still has ownership of the properties and inspects the facilities periodically.  A study was done in the early 1990’s to determine if it would be feasible to restore navigation to the upper reaches of the Green River.  This study found that there would be insufficient benefits from commercial navigation operations to support restoration of navigation.  The Corps of Engineers maintains the properties in a caretaker status.  The purpose of this study was to make recommendations regarding the possible deauthorization and disposal of the facilities.  This study was accomplished under the authority of Section 216 of the Flood Control Act of 1970 (P.L. 91-611).  The recommended plan is to deauthorize all the projects and dispose of the properties after recommended construction is done at each of the sites.  The recommended construction consists of deliberate demolition of the dam at Green River L&D 6 and filling the lock chambers at Green River L&D 3, L&D 4, L&D 5, L&D 6, and Barren L&D 1.  The demolition plan at Green River L&D 6 consists of removal of the dam and filling the lock chamber to prevent accidents resulting from falls into the abandoned chamber.  Additionally, two ferries that operate in the Mammoth Cave National Park will require some modifications in order to insure their continued operation.  The removal of Dam 6 would restore the Green River to its natural conditions in Mammoth Cave.  The work at the remaining projects consists of filling the chambers with large size rock for safety concerns.  The retention of the pools at these facilities will allow facilities using these pools to continue operation.  These facilities include municipal, agricultural, and industrial water intakes, boat ramps, and other recreational facilities.  The estimated implementation cost of the recommended plan is $13,535,000.  The costs would be entirely federally funded.

TRANSPORTATION IMPORTANCE TO THE SYSTEM
There has been no navigation above Green River L&D 4 since 1965, when that dam failed and was not rebuilt.  There has been no navigation in the Green River L&D 3 pool since 1980, when commercial navigation ceased.
RISK OF ECONOMIC IMPACTS OF UNSCHEDULED LOCK OUTAGE OR CHANNEL DIMENSIONS RESTRICTIONS
None.  Since there is no navigation on the Green and Barren Rivers above Green River L&D 3, there is no risk of economic impacts directly related to navigation.  .  The primary reasons for the recommended actions are public safety, the safety of the region’s water supply, and environmental restoration.  If Dams 3 or 5 were to fail, several communities would lose their water supply.  
SCOPE OF WORK TO REACH ACCEPTABLE LEVEL OF RISK
In order to reach an acceptable level of risk related to public safety, all of the work recommended in the disposition study would have to be performed.
