PROJECT FACT SHEET

FORT LOUDON LOCK AND DAM

Tennessee River

Project Description

Fort Loudoun Lock is located at Tennessee River mile 602.3, near Lenoir City, Tennessee.  It is, some 73.4 miles upstream of Watts Bar Lock.  It is the uppermost dam on the Tennessee River.  The lock project is a single chamber 60-feet wide and 360-feet long.  It has a normal lift of 72 feet.

Transportation Importance:

Ft Loudoun Lock and Dam has processed an average of 637 thousand tons of waterborne commerce annually from 2000 to 2004.  Ores and minerals and petroleum products are the principal commodities at Ft Loudoun followed by aggregates and iron and steel.  Asphalt, gypsum, and sand and gravel move to construction supply companies.  Salt and chemicals move to chemical plants directly supporting the paper and textile industry in the region.  Steel products move to fabricators.  These and other shippers relying on Ft Loudoun realize transportation cost savings of more than $9.1 million annually.
Project Performance:

Current level of performance is currently rated as C.  Contingent upon completion of this major maintenance, in addition to continued routine maintenance funding, the performance level will return to B.
Risk & Reliability, Economic Impacts of Unscheduled Lock Outages
A closure of this lock would result in the abandonment of several hundred miles of navigable waterways upriver.  This would ultimately affect Melton Lock and the Oak Ridge National Laboratories upriver and Chickamauga Lock downriver. Water-dependent industries, barge terminals, and recreational traffic would be affected significantly.  Economic and transportation impacts associated with such a closure would likely be in the millions of dollars.
Description of Work Recommended in Optimum Plan:

Major Maintenance Dewatering

The last major maintenance dewatering was performed in July 1999.  The next scheduled dewatering is in FY 2009.  Valve bushings, pins, seals, and gates will require inspection and repair/replacement after 10 years of service.  This routine maintenance is required to ensure proper safety and reliability operation levels of the lock.  This dewatering cost is estimated at $1.1 million.
