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Effort Continues to Remove Barges at Belleville Locks
 
     HUNTINGTON, WV…  Efforts continue to retrieve the four barges that sank at the Belleville Locks and Dam, leaving five of the dam’s eight gates blocked or partially blocked. 

     As a safety precaution, the locks at Belleville are now closed to river traffic. The Willow Island Locks are also closed to downriver traffic until further notice. 

     The barges broke loose Thursday after the Motor Vessel Jon J. Strong locked through at Belleville. Corps officials and the Coast Guard continue to work with the towing company to determine the safest method of removing the barges.

      Salvage experts are on the scene and salvage operations are expected to begin Tuesday. Three Motor Vessels arrived this afternoon and began moving salvage rigs, cranes and barges into place. 

      Corps officials are concerned that there is the possibility of losing the navigation pool above Belleville Locks and Dam to Willow Island Locks and Dam within five days if the barges cannot be freed from the gates.

     Loss of the navigation pool can have serious effects. It would close that part of the river between Belleville and the Willow Island Locks and Dam to navigation traffic, including coal shipments to power companies located along the Ohio River, and it may affect the stability of barges in fleeting areas along the river. It could also shut down public water supply intakes and other industrial intakes. In addition, with the rapid reduction of water level, some areas along the river may suffer severe bank failure and slips.   

     The Corps, Coast Guard and towing company are making every effort to remove the barges as quickly as possible to minimize the impact on the public.     

     For more information, contact the public affairs office at 304-390-5558.
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