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Corps begins releases at Muskingum area projects
HUNTINGTON, WV… After reducing the magnitude of flooding throughout the Muskingum River Basin over the past several days, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will begin controlled releases tomorrow from Dover, Beach City, Mohawk, and Dillon dams.  With more rain in the forecast through Thursday, Corps officials have determined it is necessary to release the stored flood waters as quickly as authorized in order to have adequate storage capacity for the next rain event.
Although the flows will be maximized, these controlled releases are still in accordance with the authorized project design.   Over the years, minor modifications in the operations of these projects have resulted in lower than authorized discharges from the dams to reduce impacts to downstream development in the floodplain.  
The upcoming releases could result in water on or through encroachments, water in and around trailers and dwelling additions, water in basements and in downstream fields.   The Muskingum River has crested and the releases will not result in additional mainstem flooding.  However, flows in Sugar Creek and the Tuscarawas and Walhonding Rivers may be higher than earlier in the week.
At Dover, the authorized releases will be 3 inches higher than past flood control releases and affected areas will include low lying properties between Dover Dam and the Route 416 Bridge over the Tuscarawas, properties along Potschner Drive off Route 800 and low lying areas across from the Dover Power Plant in the vicinity of Canal Road.

Releases from Beach City Dam are expected to be 10 inches higher than past flood control discharges.   Low lying areas along Sugar Creek between Beach City Dam and Dover may be affected, specifically the Superior Trailer Park in the vicinity of old Route 39 at Dover.
Mohawk Dam discharges may run about 1.6 feet higher than past flood control releases.    Low lying areas along the Walhonding River in the vicinity of Nellie and Warsaw will be affected.  Travel trailers along the river should be moved to higher ground.  

Releases from Dillon Lake will be about 1.8 feet higher than past flood control discharges.  Low lying areas along the Licking River between Dillon and the Muskingum may be affected.

As weather conditions warrant, other district reservoir projects will be operated at authorized maximum discharge to allow for adequate flood water storage.

For more information, contact the public affairs office at 304-399-5353.
